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Oral Health is Health
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Economic Impact of Cutting Dental Coverage

Removing adult dental benefits in all states would 
increase health care costs by $1.9B each years.

It will also limit the job prospects for 2M low-income 
adults in the US. 
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Economic Impact of Cutting Water Fluoridation

Eliminating community water fluoridation in the US would 
increase health care costs by $46B over 5 years. 
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Wide Variation in Medicaid Participation by State
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Share of Dentists Enrolled as Medicaid Providers, 2024
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MA 43.5%
RI 26.8%

CT 42.9%

NH 10.7%

NJ 35.8%
DE 76.2%

MD 27.3%
DC 25.2%

25.6%
68.3%

46.9%

WV 60.2%

• The share of dentists 
enrolled in Medicaid 
varies by state, 
ranging from 10.7% 
in New Hampshire to 
76.2% in Delaware. 

• Enrollment does not 
necessarily mean all 
dentists actively treat 
Medicaid patients.
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Oral Heath Workforce Policy
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What Analysis Would be Helpful?

?
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Thank you!

ADA.org/HPI

hpi@ada.org

 marko-vujicic
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