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HLM4: Overview
Date: Sept 25

Time: 10.00 am – 6.00 pm

Theme: Equity and integration: transforming lives and 
livelihoods through leadership and action on 
noncommunicable diseases and the promotion of 
mental health and well-being 

Format: 
• A plenary session 
• Two multistakeholder panels 

FDI`s delegation: 
• President
• Executive Director 
• Chair, AMR and Infections Prevention Task Team
• Public Health, Advocacy, and Communications Director



HLM4: A historic milestone for oral 
health 

Oral health was referenced extensively for the first time in the Declaration of a UN 
High-Level Meeting on NCDs



HLM4 Political Declaration: Pros & Cons
Pros:
 Strong reference to oral disease, oral health, risk factors etc

 Overall emphasis on the scale of the NCD burden and the need for urgent actions

 A set of “fast-track targets” and “tracer targets”, to be achieved by 2030

 Stronger regulatory measures on e-cigarettes, novel tobacco products, marketing unhealthy commodities

 Commitments to financial protection and improved access to medicines

Cons: 
          Some key prevention measures were diluted

          Commitments to implementing health taxes (in the early drafts) were removed

          The role of civil society in promoting accountability was weakened



HLM4 Political Declaration: Next steps
Standard procedure HLM4 procedure

Step 1: Text negotiation

Step 2: Silence procedure

Step 3: Approval by acclamation at HLM

Step 4: Adoption through a Resolution

Step 1: Text negotiation

Step 2: Silence procedure

Step 3: Certain countries expressed 
dissatisfaction with the Declaration
 & it was not approved by acclamation at 
HLM

Step 4: Declaration will be transmitted to 
UNGA for adoption through a Resolution



HLM4: FDI goes all out for oral health 

Through a joint statement, we called for: 

• Bold, multisectoral action to address oral 
diseases and NCDs

• Expanding oral health promotion and prevention 
services

• Fiscal measures to address the risk factors of oral 
diseases and other NCDs

Read our full statement HERE

https://www.fdiworlddental.org/sites/default/files/2025-10/UNGA%2080%20IADR%20FDI%20Statement%20HLM4%20NCDs%26MH%20Panel%201.pdf


HLM4: FDI goes all out for oral health 
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Minamata Convention on Mercury: Sixth
Conference of the Parties (COP 6)

Enzo Bondioni
Executive Director



COP6 (Geneva): Overview
Date: November 3 - 7

Objectives:
• Review progress since COP5
• Negotiate further measures to reduce mercury 

emissions globally

Participants:
• Governments (few MoH reps)
• United Nations agencies
• Nongovernmental organizations
• Representatives of communities 



Proposed amendments to Annex A
COP6 will consider two proposals:
• Set a phase-out date for dental amalgam use
• Exclude or disallow dental amalgam in government 

insurance policies and programmes

FDI`s position:
• Oral diseases prevention is the most sustainable 

response
• The phase-down approach ensures equitability and 

continuity of care for certain populations



Pre-COP6 event: Tuesday, 14 October 
Title: Dental Amalgam phase down: alternatives, access, and 
implementation realities

Objectives: 
1. Present the latest updates on dental amalgam 

alternatives
2. Share findings from an FDI global survey on national 

strategies to phase down or phase out dental amalgam 
3. Share the lessons learned from the GEF7 Phasing Down 

Dental Amalgam Project in Thailand 

Outcomes:
52 attendees including some Chief Dental Officers, experts in 
environmental matters, industry representatives and FDI and 
IADR members



Smile Grant

Objective
• The ‘FDI Smile Award’ serves to promote preventive oral care 

at local level, awarding FDI Member Associations making a 
difference in oral health nationally through innovative 
and sustainable community outreach projects​.

Activities

• 2 winners per year
• CHF 5,000 are allocated per selected project

Eligibility

• Open to any FDI Regular or Associate member
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